If S3 is a variety of groups and d is a positive integer, 93
(d!) denotes the variety consisting of the groups whose ^-generator subgroups are all in 93. In a recent paper [3] This is a direct consequence of (c) of the forthcoming paper [2] , Theorem 2 will be derived from the following part of (b) of [2] In order to formulate Theorem 2 in full generality, some additional terminology is required. According to M. B. Powell (cf. Sheila Oates [4] ), the complexity of a finite simple group S is 0 if S is abelian, and k + 1 if S is not abelian and k is the largest complexity which occurs for the proper simple factors of S. In particular, the groups of complexity 1 are precisely the minimal simple groups of J. G. Thompson [5] . Attempts of Oates and Powell (cf. [4] ) have raised the hope that the near future may bring a proof of the CONJECTURE. For each nonnegative integer k, there exists an integer m(k), depending on k, such that:
(k) Every finite simple group of complexity at most k can be generated by m(k) elements.
Obviously, (0) is valid with m(0) = 1, and Thompson's classification of the minimal simple groups [5] implies (1) with ra(l) = 2. It has, of course, been long conjectured that (k) is always true with m(k) = 2 ; but no proof of this stronger claim is within sight, and for the present context it does not matter how generous one is in overestimating m(k). } has no groups of complexity precisely k, hence it cannot contain groups of complexity greater than k either, and it follows that S3 (d * ) contains only finitely many (isomorphism classes of) finite simple groups. Let U be the variety generated by Ui together with these simple groups: then U is locally finite and, as Ui is also locally nilpotent, U contains only finitely many finite simple groups. (Use, for instance, (4) of [2] .) Let SBi be as in the Lemma. Then the finite groups of S3 
